


 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Alternative Version:
One of the great events in the sporting calendar took place this weekend – the Grand Hashional. A 
record field turned out for the event with nine runners and riders. Jacko was one of the bookies’ 
favourites, but there was doubt whether he would get the full distance having fallen in some of his 
previous outings. Bagsofit was another thought to be in contention with a first-class record in the 
saddle, though with handlebars rather than reins. And Microsoftware was the dark horse, carrying 
considerably less weight than the rest of the field. In the parade ring the two greys, Frisco and 
Software (the sire of Microsoftware), were sweating up a bit while the only mare in the race, 
Wendolene, looked a model of composure and seemed to know her way around the fences. Pervey 
was at long odds having fallen badly in his previous race while Skywalker, on his first outing of the 
year, was also considered to be a long shot by the bookies. Ballcock, a well-regarded stayer, was 
badly handicapped. Under starters orders, the field got away first time. The going was pretty rough 
to begin with and the field stayed well bunched together until they crossed the Maupertuis Road. 
Jacko was the first faller and, although he was remounted, he failed at Becher’s Brook before 
eventually refusing at the water jump. Half the field were then tailed off leaving Wendolene, 
Microsoftware and Skywalker to fight it out in the home stretch. As the trio passed the Elbow, 
Wendolene’s challenge faded and in the final furlong, Microsoftware produced a grandstand finish 
to leave Skywalker trailing in his wake.

On On, Pervey




































